SOURCES ON RESPECTFUL DIALOGUE

A. In Praise of Machloket L’Shem Shamayim

(Mishnah Avot 5:17)
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B. RHillel & Shammai as Models

(Taimud Evuvin 13b)
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C. Truth has many facets (Maharal of Prague, D'rush al HaTorah)
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In the first chapter of Chaggigah (3b), (we find this interpreiation of the phrase) “those

who form groups”. They are the scholars who sit in groups and occupy themselves with
Torah. These decl;:re a thing unclean, and those declare it clean; these declare a thing
Jorbidden, and those declare it permitted; these disqualify an object, and those uphold its
Jitness. Lest one say: “How can I study Torah now? ", this teaches thal they were all
given from one Shepherd as it is written And God spoke all these words. You also.should
make your ear like a grain hopper and acquire an understanding heart that understands
the words of those who declare unclean and those who declare clean, those who JSorbid

and those who permit, those who disqualify and those who uphold its fitness.



Can one not raise a doubt about the need to say that (it all) comes from the mouth of the
Master of all deeds? Why is this language used here? It comes to teach that it should
not trouble one that if the Halachah does not follow (some views), how are they (all)
given from one Shepherd? What are we to make of them? To this, it says that they are
Jrom the mouth of the Master of all deeds. The meaning is that just as the multiplicity of
creatures are from Him, may He be blessed, just as all creatures are separate and some
are even complete opposites, nonetheless all are from the Name, may He be blessed, Who
is One and in all of them there is a dimension of truth. Just as we say (that) He does the
truth, and his work is truth. For in its own way, water is truth in the way of its creation,

and fire also which is opposite in the character of its creation is also truth. Likewise the

| multiplicity of views in themselves are all from God may He be blessed. And even if they 3

are contradiciory, nonetheless there is a dimension of truth just as clear proof will come

from metaphor and simile.
D. Wisdom Via Machloket {Avraham Yitzchok Kook, Olat Ra-a-yah, Vol. 1, pp.330-1)
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Rabbi Elazar said in the name of Rabbi Chanina: “Torah scholars increase peace in the
world, as it is said: All of your children ore tanght by God, and great is the peace of
your children. Do not read “banayick” “your children™ but rather “bonayich”, “your
builders” Those who love Your Torak kave great peace; nothing makes them stumble,
(Psatms 119:165) May there be peace within your wails, security within yowr gates, for
the sake of my lrethren nnd companions I say: May pence reside within you. For the
sake of the House of the Lord I will seek your welfare. (Psslms, 122:7-S) May the Lord
grant His peopie sirengt; may the Lovd bless His people with peace.(Psalms 29:11)”
(Talmud, Bexachot, 64a)




different, and all of the divided branches, truly by their means the light of truth and

righteousness will appear, (along with) the knowledge of God, His reverence and His

love, and the light of the Torah of truth, Therefore Torah scholars increase peace, for
Just as they broaden, explicate, mldgivebirthmnewwordmeomh, in (locating new)

aspects out of different aspects in which there is pailtiplication and divisions (of view) of
themes, inﬂukﬂwyimasemmﬁivsai&ﬂq'mdﬂdrmmmhbym

For they will all recognize, all of them, even the opposites in their ways and in their
approaches as if appears, thot they are all taught by God, and in each of them there is an
aspectbywhichrhehwwledgeqfﬁ'odmli'thelightqﬂﬁﬂndhwﬂlberevealed

andgrmt(‘m?isﬂcepe«cgqudﬂﬁmbdoe:mtsay “great (‘gadol’) is the
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 truth diminishes the power of wisdom and the broadening of knowledge. For the light of
knowledge must spread to all of its aspects, to all of the facets of the light within it. But
multiplicity (“ribuey”) is (the sense of) rav shalom banayich, great is the peace of your
children,

“Do not read ‘banayich’ ‘your children’ but rather ‘bomayick’, ‘your builders’ because
the structure will be built from different parts. And the truth of the light of the world will
be constructed from many points of view and varying approaches, for “both these and
those are the words of the living God” from ways of service and guidance and different
education. For each one has its place and its worth, and no talent or wholeness should
be lost but rather enlarged and a place found for it. And if one sees a contradiction from

ane_concept to another, out of this will wisdom build its house. And one must inquire inta

matters to locate the inner law in those concepts, for thus will the words be siraightened
out and not be contradictory one towards the other. And the multiplicity of views which
emerges from the differences of souls and education is just that which enriches wisdom
and causes its breadth so that in the end all of the words will be understood as they
should be , and it will be perceived that it is impossible that the building of peace be
canstmctedmeptbymemqfaﬂqfﬂwseirﬂmswhich@pem'tobeshugglirgﬁr
dominance one with the other. (Rabbi Avraham Yitzchok Kook, Olat Ra-a-yeh, Part I,

page 330)



E. Deeper Relationships through Machloket

(Rabbi Yitzchok Hstner, Pached Yitzchok Chanukah 3)
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Yitzchok Hitner
Chenukah, 3

At times, “ﬂnmﬂiﬁmﬁnnomehisimwnbﬁdmansitissaid(mmses by God
mgudingﬂmheaﬁngofﬁetﬁhofﬂmlawL“mM”,“whichmhave
broken”, more power to ymthatyouhnkz(ihan).llnhenﬁngufﬁembbumm
event of establishing Torsh by means of its nullification, Yet the zapes claimed that were
1t not for the bresking of the tahlets, Torsh would not have been forgotten among
ImmL(EmM.hseemsﬂthmﬁngﬁemchmaimdmaspeaof
forgetting Torah. We learn from this & great new lesson that it is possible for Torah 1o be
inmmdbymofﬁorwﬁngTMSomwhsoﬂmitism'bbmma
“yashakoad;”fot(mﬁng)ﬁumtﬁ:momeah.Gomwlmﬁnmmidﬂmtm
BMpohﬂsofhw&Etwereﬁnmdtﬁngﬁnpaiudofmminngm
recovered by Etneal Ben K’naz by interpretation, Thas these words of Torah recovered
byinﬁapmﬁm,ﬂ:mmwmmfmama:mwmydnemfmmg
TorahEvmﬂmnghﬂ:eemhemmuofdingrmhMisﬂnmmhofﬁnmﬁng
Torzh, nonetheless the sagessaid:“Emthmghﬂmemnifyandﬂnsedeﬁle,these
rmda-hwaﬁdmdﬂmedeche;mpmihmexmaﬂﬂnmdmlmagﬁhy,buﬂl
ﬂmea:ﬂtbnsearethewmdsoftheﬁvingﬂni”lhmuﬂofﬁndiﬂ‘um of
opinion and the varying approaches represent making Torah great and glorions, bom
direcﬁyﬁomﬂmpowufﬁrgﬂﬁnngh.

Amsmmiﬂﬁghtw&(mﬁis,ﬂﬂ the quality emphasizing the power of
Omleahismvealedmoreindiﬂ'mumofopinimﬁmﬁmaplweofam For



is not embedded in this dictum “botk these and those are the words of the Living God”
the principle that also the position in halacha that is overruled is also a Torah view if
spoken within the guidelines of the proceedings of the Oral Torah? Thus since the Torsh
was given to be gaided by the views of the scholars of Torah; and, if they vate afterwards
for the overruled point of view, from then forwand the halacha is changed in accordsnce
with (their view of the) truth. The result is that the dispute of Torah sages reveals the
power of Oral Torah wuch more than their agreement. The “war of Tozrah™ i3 not simply
one mode among others in words of Torsh, but rather the “war of Torah™ is a positive
creator of new Torah values whose equal cannot be found in 'words of Torsh otherwise.
Therefore the Book of the Wars of the Lord speaks of °...Wakev in Suphah (Numbers
21:14), The sages explaited: “even a fither and son or a teacher and his sindent become
hateful of ane another, but they do not budge from there until they feel love for each
other.” Axﬁzstglaneeﬁmawmdsumemwachmtheplminﬂngmatpow
embeddedinmdsofTamhmjuh(uﬂns)hhve,mMgﬂmthepowamjoinin
love is so great even asmuring faithful companionship to those who beforehand were
mdewhoﬂm.mmgmﬂﬁsmdﬂm&ngﬂgadwmgehmeisﬂmdmpﬁe
hmedinﬂmhmtufargmminﬂ:emdlweommddumhmm,mdmeydomt
depart until there is love between them. Yet since the point has been clarified that the war
of Torah is a step towards amwmeaﬁmqudm&Tmhﬂmsdmiﬁsclﬂﬁty
machmustokmwthatthcmmhmeismtﬂmhvedwdopsinﬂ:emddespﬁeﬂm
Dreceding argument, butrmhm-ﬂ:isislhewaytoﬂwmlwoﬂmwhichisbom
mddevdopsmedsdyontheﬁmdﬁimdﬁepqﬁngmmraﬂhvemh&s



its peak when two sides share as partners in creation, and two sides strugpling together in
halacha are partners in creating a new Torsh value whose name is the war of Torah.
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